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LASTEST VHS VIDEO RELEASES 


SPEARHEAD FROM SPACE 

FIRST PERTWEE ADVENTURE (LATEST RELEASE) 

£10.99 

DAY OF THE DALEKS NEW LOW PRICE! 
£10.99 

ROBOTS OF DEATH NEW LOW PRICE! 
£10.99 

HOLOGRAMS BY LIGHT FANTASTIC 


FOR LATEST CATALOGUE SEND 1ST CLAS. 
STAMP(1$U.Sor2$ AUSTRALIA) TO:- 

JOHN FITTON (BOOKS ft MAGAZINES). 

1 ORCHARD WAY. HENSALL. GOOLE. 
ORTH HUMBERSIDE. ENGLAND ! 
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Wars in BBC Television. 

"It wasn't a row at all - indeed, I 
didn't decide until about two 
months after our discussion that 
maybe I should leave. It was kind of 
frustrating coming to the BBC 
rehearsal rooms every day as well, 
and seeing people doing other 

Would Peter have been more 
attracted to the shorter seasons of 
today? His reply was immediate: 
"No, I think that would have been 

you get the worst of both worlds 
really. A, it doesn't keep going very 
long work-wise, and B, it ties you 
down just as much, because there 
isn't very much you can do while 
you're Doctor Who. 

"Another contributing reason 
why I left was that for two of the 
years I was doing Sink or Swim and 
Holding The Fort , and then an All 
Creatures special. After they stop¬ 
ped, I knew there was nothing new 
that someone would offer me in my 
three months off. 

"I worried too that if I did a fourth 
year, I'd probably do a fifth year 
and you kind of end up doing 
seven, which I think is too long. It's 
lucky with hindsight, really. 

"I felt happier with my last year 
and happiest with my last story ( The 
Caves of Androzam). Very good 
director, but the most unlikely good 
director you'll ever meet, actually. 
For the first three days, I thought, 
'What is this guy doing? If you've 
ever met Graeme Harper you'll 
know he's like some kind of human 
dynamo. He was darting all over 
the set saying, 'I can do this from 
here, I can do this from here,' and I 
thought, 'Oh my God, this is going 
to be just terrible,' but of course, it 
was great. But I have no particular 
preference for a director. People like 
Graeme are great because they're 
enthusiastic and they're going to do 
this the best way they can and he 
was always excited by it, which 
kind of spurred us on. Someone like 
Peter Moffat I love, too, because as 
well as keeping an eye on you, he 
allows you to do what you want." 

Has he continued to watch the 
show? "I have to say, I didn't really. 
I watched Colin's first one, as it was 
at the end of my last season but I 
didn't like it much. I think Sylvester 
is very good but I think it would 
work much better if they went back 
to the older sort of story, because he 


is eccentric and kind of wacky, but 
the stories are wacky too, which I 
personally don't think works. It's 
not as clever as Hitch Hiker's. I 
don't think Doctor Who has got that 
kind of university humour. I think it 
would work better if Sylvester was 
the kind of eccentric figure in the 
middle of a serious story." 

Moving on to Peter himself, is he 
very much an actors' actor, or is his 
job one he leaves behind him at the 
studios? "I don't find acting all- 
consuming at all. Neither Sandra 
nor I talk about it, really. I don't talk 

"You do take it home with you a 
bit, in that if you're playing a really 
depressing part, then you tend to 
get depressed, but I never sit at 
home and talk about a part. Most of 
the friends I have are not in the 
business at all - most of them are 
school friends. 

acting in the way that some people 
are. They love going to the theatre 
and seeing various shows and a lot 
of it is the whole thrill of show- 
business, which I don't enjoy at all. 
I don't object to it, but it's not me. 

"I think Sylvester is very 
good, but I think it would 
work better if they went 
back to the older sort of 
story." 

"There's a very stereotyped im¬ 
age of the business and it's general¬ 
ly wrong. I've never really under¬ 
stood the total inability of television 
and films to imitate themselves. 
When you see a thriller set in a TV 
studio, no-one ever behaves like 
that in the real thing. 

"I think I'm a very devoted father 
and I will have all the dilemma of 
deciding with Sandra about 
whether to have our daughter 
privately educated or not. Private 
education gives you the enormous 
benefit of self-confidence - which I 
didn't have when I started out - but 
I just don't know. 

"Sandra, being an American, is 
very keen to send Georgia to the 
best-known English schools. I rebel 
against that but I'm coming round 
to it, almost because she's a girl and 
they need a bit of help, simply 
because of a male-dominated socie¬ 
ty. They need that kind of assur¬ 
ance. I don't mind if she goes on the 


stage - I think she almost certainly 


"My greatest joy is doing 
absolutely nothing." 

"My interests - well - I don’t go to 
the cinema much, though 1 ought 
to. I tend to watch videos! My 
greatest joy is actually doing abso¬ 
lutely nothing - not having to get 
up and do anything. I can just sit 
there and let an hour go by. Or 
spend hours just wandering round 
the house. I used to play cricket - 
but people expect too much of you 
and it ceases to be relaxing." 

Appearing as himself is another 
aspect of Davison's career. He's 
been on everything from Blue Peter 
to Nationwide. Wasn't this rather at 
odds with his quiet life off camera?: 
"No, 1 don't mind that kind of thing 
at all, as long as no-one expects me 
to be entertaining. I don't mind 
Wogan or anything like that - 
indeed especially not Wogan, as he 
likes to take part of the entertaining 

on Wogan are helped out by him. 

where you're the one that has to 
come out with the anecdotes and be 
funny. I'm not very good at that at 
all. The worst one ever was Boxing 
Night At The Mill. It was very much 
a parade of guests, expected to be 
funny and it was just terrible. 
Hopeless. 

"Doing Blue Peter was very funny, 
because they always want you to 
hold the cat, so every time they cut 
away to something they'll shove 
this cat in your lap and every time 
they come back to you the cat will 
run away. And this goes on and 

For the future, Davison says in 
that great tradition of all actors that 
he's "open to offers". He concludes: 
"Of the sitcoms I did, I didn't like 
Holding The Fort and I did like Sink or 

one was bad. The biggest thing I'd 

something I haven't done before. 
You'd think I could get in there 
somewhere, wouldn't you?" 

Richard Marson 


Our thanks to Peter Davison's agent, 
John Mahoney, for arranging the 




B Travelling 

ompariions 

Practical and reliable, Ben was to be thankful for his navy training 
during the adventures he embarked upon, when he followed Polly into 
tli.T&RniC R \rU~rA X/f--- 


seemed to have given his part a lot of basic conflict at the heart of the 
thought and he was utterly convincing adventure. 

balance some of the lighter aspects of SUB-PLOT 

the script. | found it very frustrating that we 

never learnt much about Gavrok and 

LIGHT-WEIGHT ^ndo^delighHn dSmction ofdl 

And let's face it, there were a lot of sorts and their hatred for Delta. The 
light elements to this story, which was Chimeron plus growing green child 
basically a bit of a run-around, albeit was better detailed, but even so, there 
with some interesting ideas thrown in were several loose ends. 
































































































































TONY SELBY 


Quite a 
character! 


T ony Selby is an awfully nice 
bloke, who exudes endless 
charm and humour and when 
he talks, there's a tremendous 
sparkle in his eyes. Much akin to 
the character of Sabalom Glitz 
which he plays in Doctor Who, he 
possesses that wonderful cockney 
attitude to life, being full of laughs 
and optimism. 

Over a great many years within 
his chosen profession he has played 
a great variety of characters, from 
that traditional cockney villain (ev¬ 
erything from The Sweeney to 
C.A.T.S. Eyes) to a rather alcoholic 
monk in The Monastery Is Falling 
Down, via a singing/dancing Toad of 
Toad Hall in, of all things 3-2-1! On 
top of that there's been Department 
S, Warship, Casualty and Special 
Branch. 

The two things he has been most 
remembered for were ironically, as 
the companion Sam in ITV's early 
Seventies' answer to Doctor Who. 
Ace of Wands and most importantly 
as the often less-than-pleasant Cor¬ 
poral Marsh in one of ITV's most 
popular sitcoms ever. Get Some In!, 
which he played in for five years. 

Last season, he portrayed Glitz 
for the first time, in the Robert 
Holmes' Trial of a Time Lord opener 
The Mysterious Planet and then 
rounded off the season teamed up 
with the Master in The Ultimate Foe. 
I caught up with Tony during 
rehearsals for his Season 24 appear¬ 
ance, Dragonfire. Obviously, the 
first question had to be, why and 
how did he become an actor? 


"I don't know really, I just sort of 
wanted to be an entertainer I think. 
I was very young; during the war 
(because I'm quite an old gentleman 
now), I lived in a block of flats in the 
middle of Pimlico, in London. 
There were lots of air raids and we 

and into shelters. In those shelters, 
there was this terrific community 
feeling and there was also this big 
piano/accordian thingy. People 
would gather round and sing dirty 
songs about Hitler and so I grew up 
with all this music and laughter 
going on, in spite of these air raids. 

“Then there was the London Cab 
Drivers' Sports Club - my father 
was a cabbie - and they had lots of 
dances and things to raise money. 
They used to put on their own 
cabarets, and I started doing those 
with other kids, so it all started like 

"I then went to the Italia Conti 
Stage School (like Bonnie Langford) 
when I was ten and I did musical 
comedy, drama and singing. I really 
wanted to concentrate on musicals, 
but in those days of the late Forties, 
early Fifties, the only way to make 
money was by acting and I had to 
get money to pay for classes. By the 
time I was twelve, which was the 
official age you could 'work', I had 
my first big part as Curly, one of the 
lost boys in Peter Pan, with Margaret 
Lockwood and Stanley Holloway. 

“I left Conti in Fifty-four and I 
was then out in the world of 
small-time acting. You can't call 
acting 'big time' in this country, 
unless you become Michael Caine 


or Bob Hoskins. Even if you are well 
established as an actor in England 
you might get a degree of fame, but 
you don't get the big money like in 
Hollywood. If I'd had an equivalent 

very successful - well, I might not 
have had enough to retire, but I 
wouldn't have to do practically 
every single job that I'm offered. 

"Sometimes I get enough work in 
a run to be choosey and I can be 
selective, but not very! For instance, 
when I came to the end of Get Some 
In!, I had a bad time for about 
eighteen months, because I refused 
to carry on playing corporals and 
sergeants and the like. In fact 
anything connected with uniforms 

for casting people in this country, 
because they're so unimaginative. 
They see you as a uniformed 
corporal, shouting a lot and that's 
all they think of you as. So I had to 
start all over again, although I could 
have made a career out of Light 
Entertainment shows parodying 
Marsh regularly, but I was deter- 

change direction and get interesting 
unemployment and do badly for 


“ litz is a smashing character 
■ and I love him and I'm 
flattered by the fans being 
so appreciative towards him, be¬ 
cause Doctor Who has been going for 
so many years and has tremendous 
commitment from fans, so I'm 
flattered to read in letters I've 
received that they also love Glitz. 
It's fun to be able, therefore, to 
come and go in a series, rather than, 
unless you're playing the Doctor, 
doing one long run which is really 
getting yourself lumbered. 

"It was probably a little of that 
cockney typecasting, however, that 
made them think of me as Glitz, but 
how I got it was, for me, unusual. 
I've never been approached before 
in a social situation to do with work. 
I was at a friend's birthday party 
and I met John Nathan-Turner and 
he said to my wife: 'Does Tony put 
weight on easily?' and she said: 'Oh 
yeah, it takes him four months to 
lose a stone and four days to put it 

"Later, he talked to me about it 
and said he'd got this character 
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high. It features opening doors and 
allows storage of the figures inside. It is 
complete with a realistic blue flashing 

light and works off two type A batteries _ , . ___ 

(not supplied) The model can be Complete Set £38.95 
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DAPOL, Over Mill, Well Street, Winsford, Cheshire, Great Britain, CW17 1HW 
















